
Dear Friends,

A wise mentor once said to me, “A gift given to you 
does not belong to you, until you turn back and 
say… Thank you.” 

From a very early age we are taught the importance 
of saying thank you for gifts that are given to us, to 
look the gift giver in the eye and to speak words of 
appreciation. From a very early age, I remember sit-
ting down with a piece of paper to write to Grand-
parents, Uncles and Aunts a thank you letter for a 
toy, a sweater or a game given to me for a birthday or 
Christmas. I also remember how arduous it was to 

do. How much work it was to sit down and write a letter because our par-
ents said it was important to do. Almost everything our parents deemed 
important, when we were young, was taken with a grain of salt. 

And yet with time, we discover how crucial it is to return and express to 
the giver, in a kind word, what the gift truly means. This internal shift of-
ten comes on the heels of an epiphany, when we see for the first time how 
dependent we are on family, friends, colleagues and sometimes perfect 
strangers to make it through each day. Often, it is only in hindsight that 
we realize the importance of another’s generosity that changed reality for 
us; a caring teacher who steered us in the right direction, a Girl Guide 
leader who showed encouragement, a parent coming through with the 
rent, a stranger giving up a seat on the subway. Day after day small and 
large acts of kindness bless us with mercy, clarity and confidence. And if 
we look even more closely, we might just see the presence of God behind 
those acts of kindness. 

When we say, ‘Thank you’, we acknowledge our connection with and our 
appreciation for the giver of the gift. We express humility in the face of 
generosity. We show wonder and surprise in response to kindness. We 
are warmed by munificence. Harvest Thanksgiving is one moment in the 
year when we are beckoned to return and offer our gratitude for blessings 
in our lives.

Not very long ago, I travelled to Saskatoon to help lead a conference on 
stewardship. I moved through the opaque, sliding doors of  ‘Arrivals’ to be 
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ThE SEASON IN REvIEw

CloCkwisE from top lEft: inVictus games multifaith celebration, september 19; fr. 
daVid brinton stands in the brinton Vestry, named in his honour on the occasion 
of his retirement, may 28; the blessing of animals service (3 images), september 30; 
the diocesan girls choir school at st. james cathedral, august 20.  
all photos by michael hudson; except top left, invictus games toronto 2017.

2 it has a three-fold mission: to provide a spiritual sanctuary and a place of worship
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3in the fullness of the liturgical tradition of the anglican church;

September is an exciting time of year. It is back to 
school season. September is a start of new programs. 
For many people, September marks the start of the 
regular rhythm of life after a summer filled with ac-
tivity. For teachers, September can be a busy time of 
preparation, of organizing supplies, checking old sup-
plies. For me this September is back to Sunday School. 

I still love the beauty of a new notebook, pens, pencils, 
and blank paper, all of them full of possibility; likewise, 
they are a tangible reminder of the opportunities of the 
year ahead. The new experiences in Sunday School, 
new people to meet and work with, the possibilities of 
new programs or events. All these possibilities are a 
blank page filled with promise and opportunity. 

However, as some writers know, a blank page can also 
be a fearful thing; new experiences can be filled with 
fear and worry. Just like most first days it can be scary 
to journey into these new places and experiences. It 
can be intimidating to be in a new situation. In these 
worries, I find comfort knowing that these paths have 
been journeyed before me. 

As I have arrived here, I have heard from and about 
those who have worked with children here at St. James, 
both recently and further back. I have been invited to 
continue that story of working with kids and youth 
here at the Cathedral. In that journey into the new year 
it is a great joy to join into that bigger story and explore 
new possibilities and opportunities in the coming 
months and years. And that is an adventure that we get 
to take together. 

- Andrew Kuhl

Andrew is the new Children 
and Youth Coordinator. 
Sunday School during the 
11:00am service has started 
for the 2017/2018 year and 
we are always glad to have 
new children join us! If 
you are wanting to connect 
about Family Programming, 
Children, or Youth, or even 
volunteering to help out, 
please send Andrew an 
email at akuhl@stjamescathedral.ca or connect with 
him in person on a Sunday Morning.

BACk TO  
(sunday) SChOOlThE SEASON IN REvIEw greeted by a small crowd of 20 or so people. Two teenagers were 

holding a banner inscribed with the word, ‘Welcome’. In the 
middle of the group was a Syrian family, a father, mother and 
two young children. The father smiled from ear to ear, clutching 
hands of those around him as they called out… “Welcome to 
Canada”. I am grateful for this land. Land that is teeming with 
life in the waters, on the earth and in the skies. Land that is 
the sacred territory of our indigenous people. I am grateful for 
peoples engaged in reconciliation and healing so that we build 
a future together. I am grateful for a country that continues to 
welcome the refugee when other borders close.

I am grateful for the gift of faith that helps us to see what is thinly 
veiled from sight, to see in family, friend and neighbour the shin-
ing presence of our God. And it is in the presence of God that 
we live and move and have our being: A presence that carries us 
through life from birth to death to life again. I am grateful for 
St. James Cathedral, a place of warmth and nourishment, vital-
ity and peace for the rich and the poor, the lost and the found, 
the broken and the whole. Here in this place we return and give 
thanks to God for the gift of life that is yours and mine.

- The Very Rev’d Andrew Asbil

a first edition of The Great Bible of Henry VIII printed in London 
in 1539, Foxe’s Book of Martyrs 1570, two of Luther’s caricatures 
from 1545, Lutheran hymn books and a Book of Common 
Prayer to which is added a translation of the Gospel according to 
St. Mark into Mohawk by Captain Joseph Brant. 
The exhibit will be on view all day every day from 7:00am to 
6:00pm, but for one week only—Wednesday, October 25 to 
Wednesday, November 1. All are welcome. Admission is free.
Three special services will occur while the exhibit is on view:
•	Wednesday, October 25 at 6:00pm: Evensong from the 1549 

Book of Common Prayer followed by light refreshments and 
lecture (see events listing for details).

•	 Sunday, October 29 at 2:00pm: A special Lutheran Service 
will be held in the Cathedral presided over by Pastor Chris-
tian Ceconi, Dean of the Central Toronto Ministry Area, 
and followed by a procession to First Evangelical Lutheran 
Church on Bond Street. Two silver chalices that Lutherans 
brought with them to Canada and have hidden away for 
years are being brought out and used for the occasion to 
celebrate the Full Communion of the Anglican Church of 
Canada and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada.

•	Wednesday, November 1 at 6:00pm: A special Service to 
mark the 150th anniversary of the death of Bishop Strachan. 
A series of presentations will follow in the Cathedral Centre 
(see page 7 for details).

For further information, please contact Nancy Mallett at 416-
364-7865, ext. *233 or archives@stjamescathedral.ca.

GRATITUDE continued from page 1

ExhIBIT continued from page 6
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July 6, 2017

The Rector and Churchwardens,
St. James Cathedral

Dear Dean Andrew, Bob and Don,

I write with deep gratitude for the celebrations surrounding my 
retirement at the end of May.

How much time and effort, love and care were put into the planning of 
the weekend, in every detail! The music, the photographs, the memory 
and picture books, the speeches, the food and drink, the flowers, the 
bell-ringing, the gifts - I was quite overwhelmed by all that was said 
and done, more than I can express.

In particular, I want to acknowledge the great honour you have done 
me by naming the Old Vestry after me. I am deeply moved that my 
ministry at St. James will be remembered in this way.

The purse collected from the Cathedral community quite bowled me 
over- I hope all who contributed will know how very thankful I am for 
their generosity.

But, above all, I want to thank you and your predecessors for the 
privilege of serving the Cathedral family, and the diocese, for all these 
years. I have received far more than I gave, my own faith strengthened 
by the faith of those I served, and that is the greatest gift of all.

Yours in Christ,

4 to offer welcoming hospitality to everyone, healing, hope, and opportunities to learn – so that together we can build a community in a troubled world;

PASSING ThE TORCh

this paGE: a community celebration for the 
retirement of the reVerend canon daVid 
brinton ogs, former sub-dean and vicar, was 
held in snell hall on may 27. fr. david has 
served the cathedral community for 17 years. 
he is pictured right with his mother mrs. 
hilary brinton (in red).   
oppositE paGE: a celebration of new ministry 
serVice and reception for the reVerend louise 
peters, Vicar at st. James cathedral was held on 
september 24. Vicar louise began her ministry 
at the cathedral on august 15. at left: the 
archbishop with the Vicar and her husband, 
the reVerend bruce chalmers 
photos by michael hudson.
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5to offer welcoming hospitality to everyone, healing, hope, and opportunities to learn – so that together we can build a community in a troubled world;

PASSING ThE TORCh Thank you: More Than Manners
Now, do not get me wrong. Manners are important. Parents for whom good manners were 
paramount raised me. Ensuring that their children were raised to be courteous as befits those 
from the deep southern United States, we children were instilled with the expectation to not only 
say our “please and thank yous”, but taught that their expression was a form of deep regard for 
the other, and were never to be forgotten. I recall having to say thank you several times when I 
was not grateful at all. My parents thankfully, (which I know is now ironic), demanded gratitude 
to be expressed. And, thankfully, over time, saying thank you became a natural genuine heartfelt 
response that did not require prompting, or the always-effective silent, raised eyebrow stare from 
my mother. We learned, we were trained, we were required to say thank you. It was what well-
mannered children did in civil society. And, I am grateful for this. Spiritual seeds were planted.

As we celebrate Thanksgiving, which for those of us in Canada is a harvest related holiday 
connected to the abundance of what the earth provides and the bounty produced from the 

growing season, we sing hymns of plowing fields and scattering and harvest home, and we gather to share in feasting and 
family. But most importantly we pause to remember to say thank you: to give thanks. 

Meister Eckhart, a 14th century mystic said: “If the only prayer you say in your entire life is thank you that would suffice.” 

How might we come to this Thanksgiving Weekend and allow this secular feast to realign our daily spiritual prayer lives as 
followers of Jesus? How might giving thanks become a daily spiritual practice? What if I choose to live gratefully – from a 
heart posture of open thankfulness – today? How might receiving with open eyes and grateful hearts the abundance that 
God gives so lavishly, which awaits our notice and reception, change us, and our relationships, and offer healing to this 
broken world? 

It is easy to live gratefully when the blessings are abundant, and beauty abounds. But true spiritual gratitude includes, as I 
was taught as a child, saying thank you for those things for which we are not particularly grateful, and which we consider 
not worthy of thanks. The Holy Spirit will do great mysterious work in us if we show our gratitude to the Source of All 
Things for all things. This means the good and the bad, the easy and the difficult…. saying thanks for ALL of IT – most 
especially for those things that do not look like gifts or blessings at all. When we practice such inclusive radical gratefulness 
we are in good company. We join St. Francis who thanked God for Brother Life and Sister Death. We walk and pray with 
the mystics like St. John of the Cross, for whom darkness was a blessing where God was eventually deeply found and for 
which he gave thanks. 

May God teach us the way of deep radical gratitude that goes beyond manners and cheap thanks. May our prayer be Thank 
You: every day, for everything. May we trust this is enough. 

Gratefully, 
 
 

Your Vicar, Louise
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continued on page 3

 

OCT

8

upcoMing daTes

harvest thanksgiving 
 LItURGIeS at 8:00, 9:00, 11:00aM, 4:30PM

“Music and the Reformation”  
a lecture with robert Busiakiewicz 
“500th annIveRSaRy of the RefoRMatIon” SeRIeS 
 6:00pm service in the cathedral 
 6:30pm light supper in the cathedral centre 
 7:00pm lecture in the cathedral centre

Cathedral 101: Community & Connection 
 6:00pm in the cathedral  
 SeSSIonS on octobeR 23 & 30; RSvP by  
	 Oct	10	tO	lscapillatO@stjamescathedral.ca

Healing Effects of Spirituality:  
A Conversation about Faith, Work & Life  
 6:00pm service in the cathedral 
 6:30pm light supper in the cathedral centre 
 7:00pm panel discussion with the rev’d chris  
 harper, the rev’d david opheim& Kate uchendu

“Relaunching Your Life With Meaning”: 
A Four-Week Retirement Workshop 
 with heather bennett and murray macadam; 
 pre-register by october 16. 

“flickering of the flame: the Book in the 
Reformation” with The Rev’d PJ Carefoote 
“500th annIveRSaRy of the RefoRMatIon” SeRIeS 
 6:00pm 1549 bcp service in the cathedral 
 6:30pm light supper in the cathedral centre 
 7:00pm lecture in the cathedral centre

 “Martin Luther & His Legacy”: An Exhibit 
“500th annIveRSaRy of the RefoRMatIon” SeRIeS 
 oct 25-Nov 2: DetaILS beLow

 snell lectures: “Beyond the mustard seed: 
God’s Incarnation & the Future of the Church” 
 oct 27-29: DetaILS beLow

Amnesty International Action Circle Meeting 
 1:00pm in the board room 
 aLSo MeetInG noveMbeR 25

All Saints at St. Bart’s, Regent Park  
 6:15pm procession & solemn high mass  
 (509 dundas street east)

OCT

16

OCT
27

OCT

11

OCT
18

OCT
25

OCT
28

NOV
1

A Special Exhibit is to open in the Cathedral on October 
25 to commemorate the 500th anniversary of Luther nailing 
his 95 theses to the door of the church in Wittenberg—an act 
that had a profound effect on world history. “The Reforma-
tion: Martin Luther and his Legacy” will trace events leading 
up to it and demonstrate how art, music, caricatures and the 
invention of the printing press had a part to play in its dis-
semination across Europe. Broad in scope, it will take us from 
Germany to England, the Netherlands and eventually to Canada 
and this church. It will include suffering and wars fought, exile, 
martyrdom, movements of floods of refugees, iconoclasm and 
purgation, the Dutch Golden Age, and the growing communi-
cation and acts of reconciliation between Catholics, Protestants, 
and those of other faiths one is seeing today. Among items 
on display will be copies of Luther’s sermons for the Feast of 
St. John the Baptist and St. James in 1522, with translations,  

snell Lectures | october 27-29: “Beyond the Mus-
tard seed: god’s incarnation & The Future of the 
Church” with The Right Rev’d Dr. Stephen Andrews, Princi-
pal and Helliwell Professor of Biblical Interpretation, Wycliffe 
College; and The Rev’d Dr. Christopher Brittain, Dean of Di-
vinity and Margaret E. Fleck Chair in Anglican Studies, Trinity 
College. Our speakers will reflect on recent ecclesial narratives 
that suggest that the church in our time is meant to be small, 
quiet and largely unnoticed.
•	 Friday, October 27 | 7:00pm Public Lecture (Cathedral 

Centre): The Rev’d Dr. Christopher Brittain
•	 Saturday, October 28 | 9:30am Public Lecture (Cathedral 

Centre): The Rt. Rev’d Dr. Stephen Andrews
•	 Sunday, October 29 | 9:00am Homilist: The Rt. Rev’d 

Dr. Stephen Andrews; 11:00am Homilist: The Rev’d Dr. 
Christopher Brittain; Q+A follows both services

OCT
27

OCT
25

6 and to proVide, as the seat of the diocesan bishop
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7a focal point for his ministry

  

 Bishop Strachan Commemoration 
 7:00pm: DetaILS beLow

All Souls at St. Bart’s, Regent Park  
 6:15pm solemn requiem mass  
 (509 dundas street east)

annual requiem for all the faithful departed 
 11:00am at the chapel of st. James-the-less 
 (635 parliament street)

Bilingual taizé service (mandarin/English) 
 7:00pm in the cathedral

“Nuclear Weapons & Christian Witness in an 
Anxious Age”: A Lecture with The Rev’d Tyler 
wigg-stevenson 
 6:00pm service in the cathedral 
 6:30pm light supper in the cathedral centre 
 7:00pm lecture in the cathedral centre

York Group Speaker Meeting 
 1:00pm in the lecture room 
 aLSo MeetInG DeceMbeR 14

 remembrance day service & parade 
with the royal regiment of Canada 
 10:30am: DetaILS beLow

Truth & Reconciliation Lecture with Bishop 
Mark MacDonald: “On Reconciliation” 
 6:00pm service in the cathedral 
 6:30pm light supper in the cathedral centre 
 7:00pm lecture in the cathedral centre

Cities For Life: Against the Death Penalty 
10th anniversary 
 watch foR DetaILS

an advent procession of lessons & Carols  
 4:30pm in the cathedral

the message of the wreath:  
an advent lecture series 
 watch foR DetaILS

Amnesty International “Write for Rights” 
 foLLowInG 9:00 anD 11:00aM SeRvIceS

When Christmas is a Difficult Time: 
A Service of Prayer & Reflection 
   6:00pm in the cathedral 

further details about events and liturgies 
are	available	at	stjamescathedral.ca

NOV
14

NOV

4

NOV
7

DEC

3

NOV
1

NOV
2

NOV
9

DEC

6

DEC

10

On November 1, the Cathedral will hold a special event 
to mark the 150th anniversary of the death of Bishop John 
Strachan on November 1, 1867. Strachan was an early rector 
of this church. He was the first Anglican bishop of Toronto, 
and a major figure in the history of Upper Canada. The com-
memoration will be held in Snell Hall, beginning at 7:00pm. 
Speakers will include Archbishop Colin Johnson, the Provost 
of Trinity College in the University of Toronto (the College was 
founded by Strachan), and a member of the congregation who 
will impersonate Strachan and reflect on his life. There will be 
an exhibit of Strachan material from the Cathedral archives 
and Trinity College. Refreshments will be served. In view of 
the seating capacity of Snell Hall, attendance will be limited. If 
you wish to attend the event, please let the Cathedral know by 
Tuesday, October 24 either online (stjamescathedral.ca) or by 
phone (416-364-7865, ext. *221).

remembrance day 2017: This year, the Royal Regiment 
of Canada’s Remembrance Day service and parade will take 
place on Saturday November 11, beginning at 10:30am:
•	Remembrance Day Mattins service in the Cathedral
•	A short service of Commemoration  

at the Memorial Cross
•	Remembrance and Commemoration  

of the Battle of Dieppe parade  
on King Street

NOV
11

NOV
1

NOV

8

DEC
12

NOV
11

NOV
24
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in the life of the anglican diocese of toronto.8

Holy Baptism
april 15 

jeremy malcolm andrews 
lisa harrypersad 

dejun li 
frederick mugu liu 

nic oliverio 
mark mustafa shishakly 

hayley hoyyip szeto 
Xiaopeng tang 

elaine Xu 
han yao 
Zhuo yu 
lin Zhu 

henry hongde tang

april 23 
elijah aston crossfield

may 14 
georgia poppy mcneillie

June 11 
pitra nnenna eze 

suzanna shruti Kiran janjarapu

september 16 
savannah morenike sholagbade

october 1 
meredith amelia rose alvarenga 

anthony Qi’en bandiera 
mabel birdie Johnston binks 
grayson mcKinley ferguson 
savannah tinashe murape

Holy Matrimony
may 7 

jenny sciacca & john hopkins

may 13 
meghan brown & erin wong 

charity hombarume & sydney saimano

june 17 
hayley pettapiece-phillips & ryan carey 

regan stewart & douglas langmuir

June 24 
tania abou el assal & jeffrey tervit

July 26 
Zhuo yu & su Zhang

august 19 
renata janiszewski & colman jones 

sarah spear & christopher rhind

august 26 
barbara decosta & edward mark

september 16 
lauren lester & abayomi adeoye

Rest eternal  
  grant unto them, 

O Lord
January 5 

isobel fraser patterson

february 3 
wayne leslie halse

march 20 
the most rev’d terence edward finlay 

betty margaret hannah Kennedy

april 6 
carmin cynthia tatham

april 23 
margaret ursula harling

June 29 
jennifer elizabeth merry

july 7 
pamela margaret mcconnell

July 9 
margaret Zwicker

July 19 
joan elizabeth hart

august 4 
russell campbell 

patricia mary-beth vince

august 11 
joan sylvia geurts

september 4 
dr. thomas allen patterson

september 7 
blanche searle
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