The Sisters of St. Joseph. The sisters of st.
Joseph of Toronto is a Roman Catholic religious congregation of
women who originated in France in 1651. They came to Toronto
in 1851, and in the past 167 years have been committed to
nurturing the community, making Christ present in the world .
though personal witness and living lives of service. Their aim is to
help those who are struggling in today’s world, especially thos«?
who are economically poor, socially isolated, homeless and livnpg
atrisk. Currently, the Sisters provide affordable housing, drop-in
meal programs for seniors and young adults, and support for
newcomers to Canada.

The Congregation Annals of the Sisters of
St. Joseph Archives tell of the spread of
the Flu through their Motherhouse at 89
Wellesley Street West here in Toronto.

October 1, 1918. an epidemic of Spanish influenza prevails in our city. There was anh.ld
outbreak of it in a mild form among our boarders. Through the intersession of St. Roth, our children
have been so far preserved from serious illness.

October 7th. A great number in our house are very ill - victims of the raging epidemic of
Spanish influenza

October 10“‘. The condition of our influenza patients is alarming in some cases. Little [sabel
Claremont, aged 10 has pneumonia. At her request and with the consent of her mother, she was
baptized, received her first Holy Communion and was anointed. Miss Ophelia Gravelle of
Lafontaine has alarming symptoms of pneumonia.

October 12“‘. Miss Claremont and Miss Gravelle died this morning - victims of the influenza.
R.LP.

October 15"‘. St. Theresa. A great many Sisters and children ill of influenza. A procession
was held through the house in honour of Our Lady of Perpetual Help for the cure of the sick. The
City Schools were closed on account of the epidemic.

October 18“‘. Another of our boarders died. Little Mary Dunn of Phelpston has succumbed to

the terrible influenza. Misses Fagan and O’Connor have been removed to St. Michael’s Hospital, ill
with pneumonia.

October 19“‘. The Loretto Sisters have kindly offered their services to St. Michael’s Hospital
to help care for the sick.

November 30“‘. The great World War had not yet ceased when an after-effect w as bitterly
felt — the ravages of the plague of Spanish influenza... From afar and near we were called upon
almost daily to console with good friends in their grief, either from the fall of a brave one at the
battlefront, or for some loved one who was a victim of the scourge...

December 25"‘. At the Sacred Heart Orphanage,

210 children are flu patients... Dr. Dwyer
and Dr. Buck are untiring in their good offices.

January 7, 1919. oOur College Academy re-opened. The Separate Schools began their
sessions yesterday. The Sacred Heart Orphanage has not yet resumed classes owing to the
weakened condition of the children and teachers, an after effect of the flu. The City and Hospital
Authorities have been extremely kind, sending medical supplies, etc. and many of the larger firms
also sent donations to tempt poor appetites — fruit, soups and other delicacies. The Knights of
Columbus Annual Christmas Tree will not be held until such time as the little ones

are
able to enjoy it.



