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Welcome to St. James Cathedral 

This sacred land is the territory of several Indigenous Nations - the Wendat, the Haudenosaunee, and the 

Anishnaabe, with special recognition to the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. We also acknowledge that 

we are on the shores of Niigaani-gichigami/Lake Ontario. This territory is governed by the Dish With One 

Spoon Wampum Belt Treaty, an agreement between the Haudenosaunee Confederacy and the Anishnaabe 

Confederacy to peaceably share and sustain the life of the Great Lakes. In the spirit of that Treaty we seek to place 

at the centre of our gatherings the values of respectful reciprocity, diversity, peace, responsibility, and mutual aid. 

 
Liturgical Note 

 

In the context of Christian Liturgy, Israel does not refer to the current political state,  
but either to the historic Hebrews of the ancient Near East or, in Christian theology,  

to all people who put their faith and trust in Jesus Christ. 
 

 

 

Want to stay informed about what is happening at your Cathedral?  

Sign up for E-Connections on our website at www.stjamescathedral.ca  

(scroll to the bottom of the page).  
 

Questions? Speak to a sidesperson – the people wearing gold name tags. 
 

Children & Families 
 

Sunday School meets every week at both the 9:00am and 11:00am services.  

Please email Karyne Whalen at kwhalen@stjamescathedral.ca for more information. 
 

 

Accessibility 
 

A Wheelchair Accessible Washroom is located  

at the front of the Cathedral through the doors by the pulpit.  

Assisted hearing devices are available from the sidespersons. 
 

 

Coffee Hour 
Join us in Snell Hall following the 9:00am & 11:00am services. 

 
 

Parking 
 

There are a variety of inexpensive parking lots available around the Cathedral.  

Please see the leaflets at the back of the Cathedral or  

online at stjamescathedral.ca/contact for more information. 
 

Connect with the Cathedral 
 

Visit our website at stjamescathedral.ca  |Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/stjamesto   
 

 
 

As this is a very public and open space please be aware of your personal belongings.   

Do not leave them unattended in the Cathedral or in the Cathedral Centre. 
 

 

http://www.stjamescathedral.ca/
mailto:kwhalen@stjamescathedral.ca
http://stjamescathedral.ca/contact/
http://www.stjamescathedral.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/stjamesto


 

 

 

 

Today at St. James 
 
 

 

Presiding Celebrant & Homilist: The Reverend Canon Dr. Stephen Fields  
 

Reader & Intercessor: Matt Jaeger 
 

Stewards: Susan Boucaud & Bill Benson 
 

Communion Ministers: Matt Jaeger & Matthew Waterman 
 

Honorary Verger: Paul D. Seddon, ODT 
 

Director of Music & Organist: Thomas Bell   •    Associate Organist: Nathan Jeffery 
 

Wayne Vance Organ Scholar: Jacob Wiens   •   Sung by The St. James Singers 
 
 
 

The Flowers in the Cathedral are given to the glory of God 
 

 and in loving memory of Florence and Albert Seddon. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Welcome! We are glad you have joined us for worship this morning.  
Please ensure that cell phones are muted.  

Please stand, sit or kneel as you feel comfortable during the service,  

including times of prayer. 
 

Our music at this Eucharist is integral to our worship. Thank you all for your participation. 
Everyone is most welcome to join us to prepare the music each Sunday at 8.15 a.m.  

All that is needed is a willing heart to sing! 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
  

  

 Mass Setting: St. James Christmas Service - arr. by Mark Schweizer 

  

Prelude Liebster Jesu, Wir Sind Hier BWV 633 

Herr Jesu Christ Dich Zu Uns Wend’ BWV 632 

J.S. Bach 

J.S. Bach 
  

Welcome & Announcements  

  
 Children are invited to gather at the Advent wreath before proceeding 

to the Library for Godly Play; they will return at the offertory. 
   

Presider The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

People And also with you. 
  

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath: The Third Candle - Joy 
  

Leader Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
  

Leader Today the candles of HOPE and PEACE continue to burn in the Advent 

Wreath. On this the third Sunday in Advent, we will light the candle of 

JOY as we continue to prepare ourselves for the joyful celebration of the 

birth of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 

The prophet Isaiah said "Be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I 

am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight.” (Isaiah 65:18). 

As we continue our journey through Advent, let us to pray that we may, 

in every circumstance, find true joy in God’s presence, and share this joy 

to others. 

People Lord, kindle your joy in our hearts. 
  

 The third candle is lit. 
  

Leader Let us pray: 

People We joyfully praise you, O Lord, for the fulfillment of your promise of a 

Saviour and what that means in our lives. Thank you for the gift of 

salvation through the birth of your Son, Jesus. Create us anew as we 

wait and help us to see your glory as you fill our lives with peace, hope 

and joy. Amen. 
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Hymn  Tune: Crüger 
 

Hail to the Lord’s anointed, great David’s greater Son!  
Hail, in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun!  
He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free,  
to take away transgression, and rule in equity.  
  
He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth,  
and love, joy, hope, like flowers, spring in his path to birth.  
Before him on the mountains shall peace the herald go,  
and righteousness in fountains from hill to valley flow.  
  
Kings shall fall down before him, and gold and incense bring;  
all nations shall adore him, his praise all people sing.  
To him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend,  
his kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without end.  
  
O’er every foe victorious, he on his throne shall rest,  
from age to age more glorious, all blessing and all blest.  
The tide of time shall never his covenant remove.  
His name shall stand forever: that name to us is Love.  

 

Text: James Montgomery, alt.  
Music: Melody Johann Crüger; adapt. William Henry Monk 

 

Collect of the Day 
   

Presider Let us pray.                   
 

 

  

 

 God of light, who sent the Baptist to offer hope and to face the world’s 

scorn: open our ears to hear the cries from the margins, exposing our 

fears, sharpening our vision and calling us to faith; through Jesus Christ, 

the one who is to come. 

People    Amen. 
  

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD Please be seated. 
  
 

The First Reading                   Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
   

Reader The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed 

me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the 

broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the 

prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, and the day of 

vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those 
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who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of 

gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to 

display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up 

the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the 

devastations of many generations. 

 

For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will 

faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting 

covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among the 

nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall 

acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. I will 

greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he 

has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with 

the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth 

its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the 

Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the 

nations. 
  

 

Reader   The word of the Lord.   

People Thanks be to God.   
    

Psalm 126     Tune: St. Flavian 
   

   

All 

 
The Lord brought us to Zion's peaks 

     from exile far away; 

It seemed like we were in a dream 

     when we beheld that day. 
 

Our tongues rang out with joyful songs, 

     our laughter rose like doves; 

The nations said, "The Lord has done 

     great things for those He loves." 
 

Indeed, the Lord has done great things 

     to show His love and care; 

Our hearts are filled with happiness 

      and joy beyond compare. 
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O Lord, restore our hopes again, 

     our fortunes and our lands; 

And make us like a mighty stream 

     that flows through desert sands. 
 

For those who sow with tears of grief 

     will reap a great delight, 

With joyful songs of happiness 

     that let their hearts take flight. 
 

Yes, those who weep when they go out 

     while bearing seed to sow, 

Shall come again with shouts of joy 

     with harvest sheaves aglow. 
 

 
 

 

The Second Reading                    1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
   

Reader Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; 

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. 

Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to 

what is good; abstain from every form of evil. 

 

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit 

and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 
  

Reader   The word of the Lord.   

People Thanks be to God.   
    

Gospel Acclamation                     Veni Emmanuel 
   

People Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!                 
Cantor The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed 

me to bring good tidings to the afflicted. 

People Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!               
  

The Holy Gospel     John 1:6-8, 19-28 
   

Gospeller The Lord be with you.                      

People And also with you.   
    

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Gospeller There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 

himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites 

from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did not 

deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ And they asked him, ‘What 

then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He 

answered, ‘No.’ Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an 

answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ He said, 

‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, “Make straight the 

way of the Lord”’, as the prophet Isaiah said. 

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why then 

are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 

prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you stands 

one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not 

worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ This took place in Bethany across 

the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
  

Gospeller The Gospel of Christ.   

People Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
  

Homily      
  

The Apostles’ Creed  
 

Presider Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 

the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 

into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 

again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People                         
  

Presider In joyful expectation let us pray to our Saviour and Redeemer, saying, 

“Lord Jesus, we await your coming!” 
  

 Pause 
  

Intercessor Lord Jesus, 

People We await your coming! 
  

 At the conclusion of the prayers. 
  

Presider Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: 

Mercifully accept the prayers of your people and strengthen us to do your 

will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People Amen. 
  

Confession and Absolution 
 

Presider Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he 

welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins, 

confident in God’s forgiveness. 
  

 Silence 
  

 Most merciful God, 

All we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For 

the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that 

we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your name. Amen. 
  

 

Presider Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all 

your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in 

eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
All Amen. 
 

The Peace                 
 

 We offer each other a sign of peace, as you feel comfortable. 
  

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 



 

7 

 

 

 
 

Donate to St. James Cathedral  
by scanning or tapping  

the QR code or visit  
stjamescathedral-mobile.pllenty.com 

 

 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST  
  

 An offering will now be taken to support the life and ministry of the Cathedral. 
  

Offertory Hymn Tune: Merton 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Hark, a herald voice is sounding:  
“Christ is nigh,” it seems to say.  
“Cast away the dreams of darkness,  
O ye children of the day!”  
  
Wakened by the solemn warning,  
let the earth-bound soul arise;  
Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling,  
shines upon the morning skies.  
  
Lo, the Lamb, so long expected,  
comes with pardon down from heaven;  
let us all, with deep repentance,  
pray that we may be forgiven,  
  
that when next he comes with glory,  
and the world is wrapped in fear,  
with his mercy he may shield us,  
and with words of love draw near.  
  
Honour, glory, might, and blessing  
to the Father and the Son,  
with the everlasting Spirit,  
while eternal ages run.  

  

Text: Latin; tr. Edward Caswall; Music: William Henry Monk  

 
 

http://www.stjamescathedral-mobile.pllenty.com/
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Prayer over the Gifts 
 

Presider God of hope, renew in us the joy of your salvation and make us a living 

sacrifice to you, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People Amen. 
 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
  

Presider The Lord be with you.   

People And also with you.   
    

Presider Lift up your hearts.   

People We lift them to the Lord.  
   

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  

Presider Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who in the fullness of time came among us 
in our flesh and opened to us the way of salvation. Now we watch for the 
day when he will come again in power and great triumph to judge this 

world; that we, without shame or fear, may rejoice to behold his appearing. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim 

the glory of your name. 
  

Sanctus & Benedictus                                 
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Presider Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for 

the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed are you in the 

prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your 

will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and 

eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.”  
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
  

People Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  

Presider With this bread and cup, we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and 

resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 
  

People Come, Lord Jesus. 
Presider Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May 

your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

People Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

Presider All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel. Word of God 

incarnate. Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

People Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer                                McNeil Robinson 
  

Presider As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 

from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 
  

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Presider God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom. 

All Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 
  

The Communion 
 

Presider The gifts of God for the People of God.  

People Thanks be to God. 
  

Agnus Dei                                              
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All are welcome to receive Holy Communion or a blessing. 

Gluten-free hosts are available upon request.  

It is not permitted to dip the bread in the wine for health reasons.  

If you choose not to receive communion, you are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. 

Simply cross your hands over your chest to indicate this to the priest. 
 

Communion Hymn       Tune: John L. Bell 
  

 Kindle a flame to lighten the dark,  

and take all fear away.  
 

Text: John L. Bell and Graham Maule  
Text: © Hymns Ancient & Modern; (Admin. by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188).  

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709278. All rights reserved.  

  

Communion Hymn       Tune: Besançon 

 
  

People, look east to see at last hopes fulfilled from ages past:   

now in the promise of the morning, see, a brighter day is dawning,   
rich with the visions long foretold, prophets’ dreams from days of old.   
      

God reaffirms the gracious call: words of welcome meant for all;   
comfort enough for all our sorrows; justice shaping new tomorrows.   
Mercy bears fruit in lives restored, freed to praise and serve the Lord.   
      

Now, with the coming of the light, darkest fears are put to flight;   

see how the clouds of gloom are clearing, blown aside by hope’s appearing.   
Jesus, the Light of all our days, comes and sets our hearts ablaze.   

   
Born of our race, a child so small—hail the promised Lord of all!   
Nailed to a cross for our salvation, he shall rule God’s new creation.   

Lift up your eyes, and look again: see, he comes in power to reign!  
  

Text: Martin E. Leckebusch;  Music: French Traditional Carol  
Text: © 2000, Kevin Mayhew Limited. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709278. All rights reserved.  

 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Presider Let us pray.                              
   

 Merciful God, may this eucharist free us from our sins, fill us with 

unending joy, and prepare us for the birthday of our Saviour. We ask this 

in the name of Jesus Christ, who is Lord now and for ever. 

People Amen. 
  

Presider Glory to God, 
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People whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask 

or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church 

and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 
  

The Blessing 
 

Presider Be steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and untiring in love all the days of 

your life; and the blessing of God Almighty, the One who loves us, the 

One who liberates us, and the One who leads us into all truth, be with 

you now and always. 

People Amen. 
  

Hymn Tune:  Helmsley 
  

 Lo, he comes with clouds descending, once for favoured sinners slain; 
thousand thousand saints attending swell the triumph of his train: 

hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! God appears on earth to reign. 
  
Every eye shall now behold him, robed in dreadful majesty; 

all who set at nought and sold him, pierced and nailed him to the tree, 
deeply grieving, deeply grieving, deeply grieving, shall the true Messiah see. 
  
Now redemption, long expected, see in solemn pomp appear; 

all his saints, on earth rejected, thrill the trumpet sound to hear: 

hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! See the day of God appear! 
  

Yea, amen, let all adore thee, high on thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the power and glory; claim the kingdom for thine own: 
O, come quickly! O, come quickly! O, come quickly! 
Hallelujah! Come, Lord, come! 

 

 

 

Text: John Cennick, Charles Wesley, Martin Mada, alt. 
Music: Melody attrib. Thomas Olivers and Martin Madan. 

 

Dismissal 
 

Presider Let us go to the world in peace and loving service.  

People Thanks be to God.  
  

Postlude Eight Short Preludes and Fugues No.1 - C major J.S. Bach 
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Bishop of Toronto 

The Right Reverend Andrew Asbil 
 

Suffragan Bishops 

The Right Reverend Riscylla Shaw 

The Right Reverend Kevin Robertson 

 

Interim Dean & Priest in Charge 

The Very Reverend Peter Wall 
 

Sub-Dean & Vicar 

The Reverend Canon Dr. Stephen Fields 
 

Interim Associate Priest 

The Reverend Canon Beth Benson 
 

Vicar of St. Bartholomew, Regent Park 

The Reverend Dr. Walter Hannam  
 

Pastoral Associate 

The Reverend David Bryan Hoopes, OHC 

 

Music Director & Organist  

Thomas Bell 
 

Honorary Verger 

Paul D. Seddon, ODT 

 

 
 

PRAYER CYCLE PASTORAL CARE 
 

 

This week, please pray for: 
The Anglican Church of Papua New 
Guinea; Susan Johnson, National 

Bishop, and the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Canada; The Anglican Church 
Women (ACW) – Enid Corbett, Diocesan 

President and the Ministry Council 

 

 

If you know anyone who would benefit from a call from 

our pastoral care team, please be in touch with our Sub-

Dean & Vicar, The Rev’d Canon Dr. Stephen Fields: 

sfields@stjamescathedral.ca; 416-364-7865, ext. *235  

or The Reverend Canon Beth Benson: 

bbenson@stjamescathedral.ca, 416-364-7865, ext. *237 
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