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The Programme
 

O p e n i n g  P r a y e r  &  W e l c o m e

The Very Rev’d Dr. Stephen Hance, Rector of St. James Cathedral

PA R T  I

Sinfonia (Overture) 

Recitative (Tenor) Comfort ye my people

Air (Tenor) Ev’ry valley shall be exalted

Chorus And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed

Recitative (Bass-Baritone) Thus saith the Lord of Hosts

Air (Alto) But who may abide the day of His coming 

Chorus And He shall purify the sons of Levi

Recitative (Alto) Behold, a virgin shall conceive 

Air (Alto and Chorus) O thou that tellest good tidings to Zion

Recitative (Bass-Baritone) For behold, darkness shall cover the earth

Air (Bass-Baritone) The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light

Chorus For unto us a Child is born 

Pifa Pastoral Symphony

Recitative (Soprano) There were shepherds abiding in the field 

Chorus Glory to God in the highest

Air (Soprano) Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion

Chorus His yoke is easy

_________________________________________________________________

From the Original Programme Notes:

In order to free up space for more patrons...  
“ladies are requested to wear dresses without hoops,  

and gentlemen are requested to remove their swords.”
_________________________________________________________________ 



I N T E R M I S S I O N  O F  2 0  M I N U T E S

PA R T  I I

 
Chorus Behold the Lamb of God 

Air (Alto) He was despised 

Chorus Surely, He hath borne our griefs 

Chorus And with His stripes we are healed

Chorus All we like sheep have gone astray

Recitative (Tenor) All they that see Him laugh Him to scorn

Chorus He trusted in God that He would deliver Him

Recitative (Tenor) Thy rebuke hath broken His heart

Air (Tenor) Behold, and see if there be any sorrow 

Recitative (Soprano) He was cut off out of the land of the living 

Air (Soprano) But Thou didst not leave His soul in hell

Air (Bass-Baritone) Why do the nations so furiously rage together?

Chorus Let us break their bonds asunder 

Recitative (Tenor) He that dwelleth in heaven

Air (Tenor) Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron 

Chorus Hallelujah! 

P A R T  I I I

 
Air (Soprano) I know that my Redeemer liveth 

Chorus Since by man came death

Recitative (Bass-Baritone) Behold, I tell you a mystery 

Air (Bass-Baritone) The trumpet shall sound

Chorus Worthy is the Lamb that was slain

Chorus Amen



The Performers
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T H E  O R C H E S T R A  O F  S T.  J A M E S

This concert would not take place without the kindness  
of many individuals in our community. 

Our profound thanks are offered to everyone who has helped to present this evening’s concert:  
our patrons, musicians, cathedral staff and our many volunteers, unstinting with their time. 

Your generosity enables this music to fill our hearts.
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The Soloists
J a n e  F i n g l e r ,  s o p r a n o

Jane Fingler is a Toronto-based soprano from Winnipeg who keeps very busy 
performing as an ensemble singer and soloist with groups such as Tafelmusik 
Baroque Choir, The Trinity Bach Project, The Theatre of Early Music, The Toron-
to Consort, Toronto Mendelssohn Choir, and is a founding member of Toron-
to-based Diapente Renaissance Quintet (formed in 2022). Recent solo highlights 

include three performances of Handel’s “lost” Gloria (HWV Deest) and Bach’s BWV 72 with the Trinity 
Bach Project, Handel’s Dixit Dominus with Theatre of Early Music/U of T’s Schola Cantorum, and 
the Toronto Mendelssohn Singers, Bach’s BWV 39 with the Oakville Community Chorus, Handel’s 
Brockes Passion and Bach’s Markus Passion with Metropolitan Festival Choir and Baroque Orchestra, 
and Monteverdi Vespers and Bach’s St. John Passion at the Winnipeg Baroque Festival. Other past solo 
performances include those with the Winnipeg and Regina Symphony Orchestras, the Early Music 
Alberta Festival, The Okanogan Festival Chorus, The Peterborough Singers, and the Ottawa Bach 
Choir. She has performed various contemporary works with Toronto ensembles Choir 21 and Opus 
8, and Dead of Winter and Polycoro in Winnipeg. She is also currently pursuing a DMA in Historical 
Performance at the University of Toronto. 

M a r j o r i e  M a l ta i s ,  M e z z o  S o p r a n o

Marjorie Maltais has gained an excellent reputation on both concert and operatic 
stages throughout North America. A native of Clermont, Quebec, Marjorie won 
First Prize at the Ottawa Choral Society’s New Discoveries Competition in 2016, 
leading to engagements with Grand Philharmonic Choir, Chorus Niagara, Peter-
borough Singers and Choeur-St-Laurent.

Recent highlights for this engaging young artist include a brilliant debut with Boston Early Music 
Festival in performances of Versailles: Portrait of a Royal Domain (Charpentier & Lalande), Messiah with 
Elmer Iseler Singers, Bach’s Magnificat with Thirteen Strings, and the premiere of Ian Cusson’s song 
cycle Le Récital des Anges (poetry by Emile Nelligan) at COC’s noon hour concerts.

Marjorie has appeared as a guest soloist with Les Boréades de Montréal, with Windsor Symphony, 
Boise Philharmonic, Regina Symphony Orchestra, Montréal’s Orchestre Metropolitain, Milwaukee 
Symphony Orchestra, and Edinburgh International Festival.

Marjorie appeared with Pacific Opera Victoria as Mercedes in Carmen and is a frequent guest artist 
with Toronto’s Voicebox: Opera in Concert, most recently singing Erika in Vanessa.

J a c o b  A b r a h a m s e ,  T e n o r

In the 2023/2024 season, Jacob Abrahamse performed Alfredo in Verdi’s La Tra-
viata (Brott Opera). He was also the tenor soloist in the Toronto Mendelssohn 
Choir’s presentation of Bach’s Mass in B Minor at Koerner Hall. This season, Abra-
hamse joins the Santa Fe Opera as an Apprentice Singer, an internationally rec-
ognized program that is one of the finest of its kind. In concert, Abrahamse will 

perform as the tenor soloist in two performances of G.F. Handel’s Messiah. First, with choir and 
orchestra at St. James Cathedral. Second, with the Toronto Symphony Orchestra in a benefit concert 



for United Way. Abrahamse will also perform as the tenor soloist in W.A. Mozart’s Requiem with the 
Toronto Beach Chorale and Orchestra. He will reprise this oratorio with the Mississauga Chamber 
Singers and Orchestra. 

Abrahamse debuted at Roy Thomson Hall as a tenor soloist with the Toronto Symphony Orchestra 
and the Toronto Mendelssohn Choir in Felix Mendelssohn’s Elijah. He also made his operatic debut 
by creating the starring role of the Holy Child in the Dora-award-winning premiere of R. Murray 
Schafer’s opera, The Children’s Crusade.

D i o n  M a z e r o l l e ,  b a r i t o n e 

Acadian baritone Dion Mazerolle has forged a solid reputation in Canada and 
Europe as an artist of the highest calibre. A former member of the Atelier lyrique 
de l’Opéra de Montréal, he is acclaimed for his musical finesse and strong stage 
presence, both in opera and in concert.

Dion has appeared as a soloist with many of Canada’s premiere choirs and en-
sembles – Carmina Burana with the Guelph Chamber Choir, Haydn’s Creation with Galileo Orches-
tre, and Bach’s Mass in B Minor with Montreal’s Ensemble Caprice. Upcoming performances include 
Brahms’ Requiem with Orchestre Symphonique de l’Estuaire and Verdi’s Requiem with Kindred Spirits 
Orchestra.

Dion made his debut as Golaud in Debussy’s Pelléas et Mélisande, at the Teatri di Piacenza in Italy and 
debuted as le Roi de Trèfle in Prokofiev’s surreal opera L’Amour des Trois Oranges with Opera National 
de Lorraine in Nancy, France. Critics hailed him as “dramatically and vocally outstanding” as Alberich 
in Wagner’s Das Rheingold with Edmonton Opera. 

T h o m a s  B e l l ,  C o n d u c t o r

Thomas Bell is a church musician, composer, and teacher. 

His early musical education was as a boy chorister at Salisbury Cathedral, En-
gland, where in addition to singing for the daily choral services he played the 
flute, violin, and piano. His subsequent musical studies at Durham University, 
were augmented by flute lessons with two teachers: Patricia Morris (BBC Sym-

phony) and David Haslam (Northern Sinfonia of England). Tom then taught music at several schools 
in Oxford and London, including New College Choir School and the Dragon School, Oxford.

Tom later immigrated to Toronto, Canada, where together with Susan, they have lived and worked 
and raised their family for over thirty years. Tom directed the 150-voice Mississauga Children’s Choir 
for sixteen years, winning many competitions including the CBC Choral Competition (children’s choirs 
category), and touring across Canada and abroad. He also taught class music at the Toronto French 
School for nearly thirty years. 

His compositions are published by Oxford University Press, Boosey & Hawkes, Alliance, Hinshaw, 
and others. Thomas is presently Director of Music and Organist at Trinity College, University of To-
ronto, and at St. James Cathedral, Toronto.



Music at St. James
Organ Recitals: Every Tuesday, September - June at 1:00 pm

Organ Recitals presented each week by well-known organists in the city and beyond.

Early Music at St. James: Selected Thursdays, September - June at 1:00 pm
Performances on historical instruments given by the foremost specialists,  

in the intimate and superb acoustics of St. George Chapel at the south end of the Cathedral.

Next Year’s Messiah: Saturday, December 13, 2025
We look forward to welcoming you to next year’s performance of Messiah! 

Land Acknowledgement
This sacred land is the territory of several Indigenous Nations – the Wendat, the Haudenosaunee, and the Anish-
naabe, with special recognition to the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. We also acknowledge that we are on 
the shores of Niigaani-gichigami/Lake Ontario. This territory is governed by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum 
Belt Treaty, an agreement between the Haudenosaunee Confederacy and the Anishnaabe Confederacy to peaceably 
share and sustain the life of the Great Lakes. In the spirit of that Treaty, we seek to place at the centre of our gatherings 
the values of respectful reciprocity, diversity, peace, responsibility, and mutual aid.

Thank you
Our most sincere thanks are offered to the following patrons  

who have supported this concert so generously.

Your kindness has enabled us to share this music,  
for which we are all very grateful. Thank you.

Aina Arro & James Harbeck
Cawder R Andrews

Susan & Thomas Bell
Jonathan Batty & Alison Drummond

John & Heather Clark
ColemanLex Professional Corporation

Theresa & Philip Day   
The Rev. Canon Dr. Stephen Fields & Lucy Fields

Mary Finlay
David Grant & Gordon Robison
Nancy Hood & Barbara McLeod

Elizabeth Hartman
Stephen & Jacqui Hance

Peter Harris
Archbishop Colin Johnson & Ellen Johnson

Matt Jaeger & Mac Medina
The Estate of Paul and Desanka Jewell

Sarah McKinnon & Peter Dawes
Dunstan & Beverley Morgan

Caroline Newton
Daisy Pittis

Jane & Daniel Rowan
Yosola Sholagbade-Adeoye

Mr. Quentin Toderick
Kate Uchendu

Katrina & Yung Wu 



New: “Merry Moments”
30 minutes of holiday spirit featuring traditional Christmas carols, short readings and prayers for everyone.

Traditional Favourites 
 
 
 
 

*Services will also be live-streamed on the Cathedral YouTube channel at youtube.com/@stjamescathedraltoronto.

Epiphany Lessons & Carols
Sunday, January 5, 2025 at 4:30 pm

Christmas Eve:  
Tuesday, December 24, 2024

4:00 PM Festive Organ Recital * 
4:30 PM Lessons & Carols * 
7:30 PM Choral Eucharist *

Christmas Day:  
Wednesday, December 25, 2024

8:00 AM Said Eucharist 
9:00 AM Sung Eucharist 

11:00 AM Choral Eucharist *

Tuesday,  
December 17, 2024

4:00 PM & 6:00 PM

Thursday,  
December 19, 2024

1:00 PM & 5:30 PM

Saturday,  
December 21, 2024

10:00 AM & 1:00 PM

youtube.com/
stjamescathedral

toronto

instagram.com/
stjamesto

facebook.com/
stjamesto

info@stjames
cathedral.ca

stjames
cathedral.ca/

subscribe

T H E  C A T H E D R A L  C H U R C H  O F  S T .  J A M E S
106 King Street East,  Toronto, Ontario M5C 2E9  |  416-364-7865

Scan to subscribe:

Stay up to date  
on Future  

Musical Events

Singing at St. James
For adults in our community, if you read music and enjoy singing 
in choirs we would be delighted to welcome you to one of our 
choirs. We sing a variety of traditional sacred music. The cathe-
dral choirs meets on Thursday evenings and on Sundays; the St. 
James Singers meet on Sunday mornings only; and the Evensong 
Choir meets on Sunday afternoons only. For further information 
you are invited to visit our social media pages found at The Choir of St. 
James Cathedral, Toronto or to contact our Director of Music, Thomas 
Bell (tbell@stjamescathedral.ca).


