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Welcome to St. James Cathedral 

This sacred land is the territory of several Indigenous Nations - the Wendat, the Haudenosaunee, and 

the Anishnaabe, and the Métis peoples, with special recognition to the Mississaugas of New Credit. We 

also acknowledge that we are on the shores of Niigaani-gichigami/Lake Ontario. This territory is 

governed by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Treaty, an agreement between the 

Haudenosaunee Confederacy and the Anishnaabe Confederacy to peaceably share and sustain the life 

of the Great Lakes. In the spirit of that Treaty we seek to place at the centre of our gatherings the values 

of respectful reciprocity, diversity, peace, responsibility, and mutual aid. 

Liturgical Note:  
In the context of Christian Liturgy, Israel does not refer to the current political state, 
but either to the historic Hebrews of the ancient Near East or, in Christian theology, 

to all people who put their faith and trust in Jesus Christ.  
For more information, visit our website by clicking the QR code on the right. 

 
 

Questions? Our greeters wearing name tags are here to help. 
 

Children & Families 
Children of all ages are invited to participate in and help lead our service. Our volunteers are here 

to tell you how you can help today or in the future. 
  

For our youngest worshipers, a soft space for wiggling and crawling is offered at the front near 
the altar. If you need a changing table or quiet space to sit with your child, our St. George’s 

Chapel is available just outside the rear doors of the sanctuary. 
 

For more information about children and family programs,  
contact our Children, Youth, and Family Minister Karyne Whalen at kwhalen@stjamescathedral.ca. 

To learn about our Children’s Community Choir,  
contact Director Cara Halpin at chalpin@stjamescathedral.ca. 

 

Accessibility 
An all-gender accessible washroom is located at the front of the sanctuary through the doors to 

the left. Assisted hearing devices are available from the greeters wearing name tags. 
 
 

Connect with the Cathedral 
Visit our website at stjamescathedral.ca|Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/stjamesto   

Instagram: @stjamesto | YouTube: stjamescathedraltoronto 
 

Please check that devices are silenced and keep your belongings with you at all times. 
 

mailto:kwhalen@stjamescathedral.ca
mailto:chalpin@stjamescathedral.ca
http://www.stjamescathedral.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/stjamesto


 

 

 

 
 

We’re glad you’re here! At this service, people of all ages and abilities 
pray, sing, learn, lead, and grow in faith TOGETHER.  

 
We know that all our brains and bodies are different, and we hope you 

will feel comfortable participating in the ways that are best for you.  
 

All baptized Christians are ministers of God’s Church. In this Eucharist 
we each contribute as co-celebrants with Christ, the Chief Celebrant, 

and both lay people and clergy serve in a variety of ways.  
 

We invite you to offer your gifts by choosing a card from the "Help Us 
Worship Together" board or by talking with one of our clergy about pre-

assigned lay roles like readers and greeters.  
 

Today our presider is The Very Reverend Dr. Stephen Hance 
and our homilist is The Reverend Matthew Waterman. 

 
While our bulletin includes suggested postures for different parts of the 
service, these are traditional ways that Christians have participated in 
the liturgy with their bodies and are not required. Please use postures 

that support your own prayerful engagement in the service. 

 
 

The flowers in the Cathedral are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of  
 

Florence & Albert Seddon 
 

Archdeacon Ian Grant  
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY  
  

Welcome 
 

Call to Worship Please stand. 
Convener This is the day that the Lord has made. 

People We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

Convener We will give thanks and sing praise to God. 

People We will listen to God’s Word and pray for God’s people. 

Convener We will come to God’s table and be fed. 

People We will go out from this table and feed the world Christ calls us to serve. 

Convener Jesus, you are the Light of the World. Shine on us here today. 

All Amen. 
  

All are invited to walk in the procession if they wish! Please gather in the entrance of the 
Cathedral (Narthex) during the first verse to join in. 
  

Opening Hymn Tune: Woodlands 

All Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice; 
tender to me the promise of his word;  
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name! 
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
his holy name—the Lord, the mighty one. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by; 
proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
to children’s children and for evermore! 

 Text: Song of Mary (Luke 1.46-56); para. Timothy Dudley-Smith 
Music: Walter Greatorex. 

Text © 1962, Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709278. All rights reserved. 

  



 

2 

 

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath:   The Fourth Candle – Love 

Leader Light and love, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Leader The candles of hope, peace, and joy continue to burn in the Advent Wreath. Today 
we light the fourth candle, the candle of LOVE. 
 

The fourth candle is lit. 
 

Isaiah assures us that a child shall be born, a sign of God’s saving presence. Paul 
declares that in Jesus we are called to belong to God’s beloved people. Matthew tells 
the story of Emmanuel, God with us, love made flesh in Mary’s child. As we wait with 
love for the coming of Christ, we remember that God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son. 

People Come, Lord Jesus, Love made flesh, and dwell among us. 
  

Leader Let us pray. 
  

 Silence 
 

 God of love, you draw near to us in Jesus, your Son, born of Mary. Fill our hearts 
with your compassion, and make us signs of your faithful love in the world, 
through him who is Emmanuel, God with us, now and forever. 

People Amen.  
 

 
Hymn  Tune: Angel Voices 

All Mary’s gift beyond all telling 
we recall today: 
Son of God within her dwelling, 
born to show the way. 
Who could guess the final story? 
cross and glory; Easter Day! 

 Music: Edwin George Monk; Words: © Mark Earey 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709278. All rights reserved. 

  

Collect of Purity 
Presider The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 
  

All Almighty God, to you all hearts are open,  
all desires known,  
and from you no secrets are hidden.  
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
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by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name;  
Through Christ our Lord.  

 Amen. 

  

Kyrie Eleison    

All ♪ Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. ♪ 
 

Collect of the Day 
   

Presider Let us pray.                   
 

 

  

 

 God of grace, give us the faith of Joseph to see the Spirit’s work where the world 
sees only shame; to listen to the promise and to awaken to the cry of life 
renewed and love reborn; through Jesus Christ, the one who is to come. 

All Amen. 
  

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD Please be seated. 
 

The First Reading                   Isaiah 7:10-16 

Reader A reading from the Prophet Isaiah, chapter 7 
 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz: “Ask a sign from the Lord your God. Make it as 
deep as the grave or as high as heaven.” 
 

But Ahaz said, “I won’t ask; I won’t test the Lord.” 
 

Then Isaiah said, “Listen, house of David! Isn’t it enough for you to be tiresome 
for people that you are also tiresome before my God? Therefore, the Lord will 
give you a sign. The young woman is pregnant and is about to give birth to a 
son, and she will name him Immanuel. He will eat butter and honey, and learn 
to reject evil and choose good. Before the boy learns to reject evil and choose 
good, the land of the two kings you dread will be abandoned. 

  

Reader   The word of the Lord.   
People Thanks be to God.   
    

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 From Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
   

Reader The psalm for today is Psalm 80, verses 1 through 7 and 16 through 18. 
Please join me in the refrain: 

All Shine your face upon us and save us, O Lord. 
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Reader Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
stir up your strength and come to help us. 
Restore us, O God; 
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
O Lord God of hosts, 
how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 

All Shine your face upon us and save us, O Lord. 

Reader You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
Restore us, O God of hosts; 
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
the one you have made so strong for yourself. 
And so will we never turn away from you; 
give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; 
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

All Shine your face upon us and save us, O Lord. 
  

 Please stand. 

Gospel Music                     Thomas Bell 

 

 
 

 
All O Key of David, come and free 

Us from the Chains of Tyranny 
We long for heaven’s liberty! 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel. 
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O God with us, Emmanuel, 
The day Christ comes, none can foretell. 
So live in hope: all shall be well. 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel. 

   

    

The Gospel     Matthew 1:18-25 

Reader The Lord be with you.                      
People And also with you.   
    

Reader This is the Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ as told by Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
  

Reader Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was 
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a 
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 
dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfil what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with 
us.’ When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with 
her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

Reader The Good News of Christ.  

People Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
    

Homily     O Clavis David (Key of David) and sceptre of the house of Israel, you open and 
none can shut; you shut and none can open: come and free the captives from 
prison 

  

The Apostles’ Creed Please stand. 
 

Presider Together we declare our faith. After each question, please respond with “This 
we believe.” 
 

Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth? 
People This we believe. 
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Presider Do you believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; who descended to the dead, and on the third 
day rose again; who ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father; and who will come again to judge the living and the dead? 

People This we believe. 
  

Presider Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting? 

People This we believe. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People                        Please adopt a posture of prayer. 
  

Leader In peace let us pray together, saying “God of love, hear our prayer.” 
 God of love, 
People Hear our prayer. 
  

 At the conclusion of the prayers. 
  

Presider Holy God, you have heard our prayers. Now give us grace to work for those 
things we have asked of you, and answer our prayers in the way that you know 
is best for us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
  

Confession 
Presider 
 

Dear friends in Christ, God’s love and mercy are limitless. Let us confess our sins, 
confident in God’s forgiveness. 

  

All Loving God, we know that we have done wrong. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly 
sorry. Have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may walk in love always. 
Amen. 

  

Presider Truly God’s love and mercy are limitless. Know that you are forgiven, and Christ 
will help you to follow his ways. Amen. 

  

The Peace                 Please stand. 
Peace 
Proclaimer 

The peace of Christ be always with you! 

People And also with you. 
  

 We offer each other a sign of peace. 
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CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST  
  

Offertory  

 An offering will now be taken to support the life and ministry of the Cathedral. 
  

 

Donate to St. James Cathedral  
by scanning or tapping  

the QR code or visit  
st-james-cathedral | CharityProfile | Donate Online 

(canadahelps.org)  
  

Offertory Hymn Thomas Bell 

All 
 
 
 

 
 

O Wisdom, born of God alone, 
Create within our hearts a throne 
To welcome Christ, and Christ alone. 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel. 
 

O Holy Lord, O Adonai, 
Your ancient law shall never die, 
Fulfilled in Christ, whose reign is nigh. 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel. 
 

O Root of Jesse, promised one, 
The prophets told of God’s own Son. 
Fulfilled in Christ; come quickly, come. 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel. 
 

O Key of David, come and free 
Us from the chains of tyranny; 
We long for heaven’s liberty! 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel. 
 

O Morning Star, dispel the night, 
Prepare our world to see your light, 
With hope renewed and hearts aright. 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel. 
 

 
 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/st-james-cathedral/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/st-james-cathedral/
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O King of Nations, come we pray 
Heal all our strife; do not delay. 
Reign in our hearts, forever stay. 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel. 
 

O God with us, Emmanuel, 
The day Christ comes, none can foretell. 
So live in hope: all shall be well. 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel. 

  

Prayer over the Gifts 
 

Presider God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and 
with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in 
need until the coming of your Son, our Saviour and Lord.  

People Amen. 
  

The Great Thanksgiving 
  

Presider The Lord be with you.   
People And also with you.   
    

Presider Lift up your hearts.   
People We lift them to the Lord.  
   

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  

Presider Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth. You comforted 
your people with the promise of the Redeemer, and through Christ you will 
make all things new when he comes again to judge this world. 
  

And so, with the choirs of angels and the faithful people in every age who 
have looked to you in hope, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

  

All ♪ Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name 

of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. ♪ 
  

Presider 
 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
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In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick 
and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, 
opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await 
his coming in glory. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, now and forever. 

  

People Amen.     
  

The Lord’s Prayer    McNeil Robinson 
  

Presider As our Saviour taught us, let us pray. 
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 Silence 
  

The Breaking of the Bread 
Presider This is the true bread which comes down from heaven and gives life to the 

world. Whoever eats this bread will live for ever.  

  

The Communion 
 

Presider The gifts of God for the People of God.  
People Thanks be to God.  
  

You are invited to receive communion or a blessing. To receive communion, hold your 
hands out as you approach the server. To receive a blessing, cross your arms over your 
chest. If you require a gluten-free wafer, let the priest know.  You may either sip from 
the chalice of wine or pause in prayer in front of it; dipping the wafer in the wine is not 
permitted for health reasons. 

 
  

Communion Music Tune: Picardy 

Choir Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
for, with blessing in his hand, 
Christ our God to us approacheth, 
our full homage to demand. 
 

King of kings, yet born of Mary, 
as of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of lords, in human vesture, 
in the body and the blood, 
he will give to all the faithful 
his own self for heavenly food. 
 

Rank on rank the host of heaven 
spreads its vanguard on the way, 
as the Light of light descendeth 
from the realms of endless day, 
that the powers of hell may vanish 
as the darkness clears away. 
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At his feet the six-winged seraph, 
cherubim with sleepless eye, 
veil their faces to the presence, 
as with ceaseless voice they cry, 
“Alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, Lord most high!” 

 Text: The Liturgy of St. James; tr. Gerard Moultrie 
Music: French carol 

  

Communion Hymn Tune: John L. Bell 

All Kindle a flame to lighten the dark,  
and take all fear away.  

 Text: John L. Bell and Graham Maule  
Text: © Hymns Ancient & Modern; (Admin. by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188).  

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709278. All rights reserved. 

  

Prayer after Communion Please stand. 
 

Presider Let us pray.                              
 God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the 

hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds 
and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour 
and Lord. 

People Amen. 
  

Doxology 
 

Presider Glory to God, 
All whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in 
Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

  

The Blessing 
 

Presider May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from 
before your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

  

Announcements 
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Closing Hymn Tune: Promised One 

All Refrain 
The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices. 
Open the gates before him, lift up your voices. 
 

Who is the King of glory? 
What shall we call him? 
He is Emmanuel, 
the promised of ages.  Refrain 

Text: Willard F. Jabusch (1930) ©Williard F. Jabusch and New Dawn Music Administrated by Oregon Catholic Press 
Music: Melody Israeli trad. Arr. John Ferguson. ©1974 The Hymnal of the United Church of Christ. Administrated by Pilgrim Press 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709278. All rights reserved. 

Dismissal 
 

Sender Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER CYCLE 
 

 

 

This week, please pray for: 
The Anglican Church of Burundi,   

The Anglican Church Women (ACW) – Janice Hodgson, Diocesan President  
and the Property Staff & Sextons 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PASTORAL CARE 
 

If you know someone who would appreciate a call from our pastoral care team,  
please email pastoral@stjamescathedral.ca or call 416-364-7865, press 1 to leave a message. 

  

HYMN TEXTS ARE REPRODUCED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE # A-709278.   
COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE: (CEB), COPYRIGHT 2011, COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE; NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION BIBLE: (NRSV) ANGLICIZED EDITION, COPYRIGHT 1989, 
1995, DIVISION OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. USED BY PERMISSION. ALL RIGHTS 

RESERVED. TEXTS FROM THE BOOK OF ALTERNATIVE SERVICES ARE REPRODUCED WITH PERMISSION UNDER COPYRIGHT © 2004 BY THE GENERAL SYNOD OF THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF CANADA. ALL 

RIGHTS RESERVED. REPRODUCED UNDER LICENSE FROM ABC PUBLISHING, ANGLICAN BOOK CENTRE, A MINISTRY OF THE GENERAL SYNOD OF THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF CANADA, FROM ANGLICAN 

LITURGICAL LIBRARY. FURTHER COPYING IS PROHIBITED. MATERIAL FROM THE NEW ENGLISH HYMNAL © THE INTERNATIONAL CONSULTATION OF ENGLISH TEXTS. REPRODUCED BY PERMISSION OF THE 

ARCHBISHOPS’ COUNCIL. V1 

mailto:pastoral@stjamescathedral.ca
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ST. JAMES CATHEDRAL-CONNECTIONS - Sunday, December 21, 2025 
Regular services at 8:00am, 9:00am (Worship Together), 11:00am, and 4:30pm. 

Children & Families: Sunday school at 11:00am. Coffee Hour: After 9:00am & 11:00am. 

2026 Offering Envelopes are available for pick-up today in the West Aisle. 

 

Dec. 24 & 25: Christmas Eve & Christmas Day 

 
Let's celebrate together the miracle of the Incarnation when the blessings of hope, 
peace, joy, and love came to us in the child of Bethlehem. Everyone is invited.  
Join us with your family, friends, and invite your neighbours! 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 24: Christmas Eve 

 

Thursday, Dec. 25: Christmas Day 

4:00pm: Festive Organ Recital* 

4:30pm: Lessons & Carols* 

7:30pm: Choral Eucharist* 

8:00am: Said Eucharist 

10:30am: Choral Eucharist* 

 

*Also live-streamed on the Cathedral YouTube channel at youtube.com/stjamescathedraltoronto 

 

Notice of Retirement 

 

We announce the retirement of our Vicar and Sub Dean, The 
Reverend Canon Dr. Stephen Fields, from full-time ministry, 

effective June 30, 2026. Ordained in 1981, he has served the 

church in New York, Barbados, and Toronto, including here at 
St. James Cathedral since 2021. His ministry has been marked by 

a deep commitment to proclaiming Christ, advocating for the 

poor and marginalized, and challenging the Church to confront 
racism. We give thanks for his ministry and for all who have 

shared in his journey, as he looks forward to continuing to serve 

the Church as God calls after a time of rest. His final Sunday of 
full-time service at the Cathedral will be May 31, 2026, the 45th 

anniversary of his ordination to Diaconate.  
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Make a Special Year-End Gift  

 
 

We are grateful for your generous support throughout the year.  
Please make a special end-of-year gift. Donate by December 31 to receive a 2025 tax receipt.  

Choose one of the following easy ways to give:  

1. E-Transfer: to gifts@stjamescathedral.ca, include name and address for tax receipt. 

Tax receipts will be issued for gifts of $20 or more in 2026.  

2. Give Online: www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/st-james-cathedral/  

3. In-Person: Drop off your donation in the secure mailbox, mounted in the vestibule at 

the 65 Church Street entrance doors.  

4. Other Ways to Give, please visit: 
     stjamescathedral.ca/donate/give-online  

     or scan our QR code:  
 

Share the Joy: Ways to support our Drop-In program this Christmas! 

 

Volunteer with us: On Boxing Day (Dec. 26), and in the New Year 
(Jan. 2). Shifts will run between 9:00am & 5:30pm. 

For details or to volunteer, please contact Kathy Biasi – Outreach 

Manager at 416 364-7865 Ext. 222 or kbiasi@stjamescathedral.ca 
On behalf of the Drop-In program, thank you for the ongoing support 

and care you show at this time and throughout the year. Your 

generosity helps make the Drop-In a welcoming, safe, and caring 
community for all our neighbours and volunteers. 

 

St. Bartholomew's Food Drive. Thank you for your support 

 

If you can, please support the food program at St. Bartholomew’s 

Church by donating nonperishable food items in the red bin located 
at the King Street entrance of the Cathedral.  

Donations will be accepted until Dec. 31.  

Thank you for your generosity and support!  

 

mailto:gifts@stjamescathedral.ca
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LOOKING AHEAD 

 

Thursday, Jan. 1: New Year’s Day & Bishop’s Levee 

 

12:15pm: Eucharist and carols 

1:30pm-2:45pm: Receiving Line and Reception with the ringing of 

the Bells of Old York 

2:45pm: Festive Music for Brass Quintet 

3:30pm: Choral Evensong with the presentations of the Order of 

the Diocese of Toronto 

 

Sunday, Jan. 4 at 4:30pm:  

Epiphany Lessons and Carols with the Chalking of the Doors 
Join us for a beautiful Epiphany service of readings, hymns, and choral music as we follow 

the journey of the wise men and reflect on the early ministry of Jesus. We will also bless the 
cathedral and all who will enter in the coming year through the ancient ceremony of the 

chalking of the doors. The service begins with an organ recital at 4:00pm. All are welcome! 

 

Wednesday, Jan. 7 at 11:00am: Join us for Scripture Circle in the New Year 
Our Scripture Circle meets each Wednesday at 11:00am to discuss and reflect on the Bible 
passages we heard the previous Sunday. This group is open to all and is a wonderful way to 

deepen our understanding of God’s word together in community. If you have any questions, 

please contact the Rev. Matthew Waterman at mwaterman@stjamescathedral.ca.  

 

Sunday, Jan. 11 at 4:30pm: Installation of Canons 
Canon Kristen Pitts will be installed as Canon Missioner with the newly appointed Honorary 

Canons of the Cathedral. All are invited. 

 

Sunday, January 18 at 4:30pm: Memorial Evensong for Giles Bryant 
Giles Bryant, Director of Music at St. James Cathedral 1979-1999, profoundly influenced 
the lives of many in our community. We will honour his life and work. Reception follows. 

 

Monday, Jan. 19 at 2:00pm: The York Group and Will Postma 
The York York welcomes Will Postma, CEO of Alongside Hope (formerly PWRDF), as the 

guest speaker. No RSVP. Info: stjamescathedral.ca/community/york-group 

 

Friday, Jan. 30 at 6:00pm: Family Fun Night 
Bring your whole family for an evening of fun and games for all ages. Dinner is provided. 

Free and open to all. Theme: The Great LEGO Build Off. No experience required.  

Details: stjamescathedral.ca/familyfunnight/ 

mailto:mwaterman@stjamescathedral.ca
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SCHEDULE FOR CHRISTMAS WEEK  
 

Online Morning Prayer at 8:30am 
will not be offered from Dec. 24 - Jan. 1  

and will resume on Jan. 2, 2026  

via the Cathedral YouTube channel. 

Holy Eucharist at 12:15pm  
will not be offered from Dec. 24 - Dec. 26  

and will resume on Dec. 27 in the Cathedral 

- St. George’s Chapel. 

 

Cathedral Centre will be closed from Dec. 24 at 3:00pm and reopen on Jan. 2. 

The Cathedral will be closed on Dec. 26 and reopen on Saturday, Dec. 27. 

The Drop-In will be celebrating the New Year on Friday, Jan. 2 at 1:00pm.  

 

Services: Christmas Eve & Christmas Day 
Readings for December 24: 

Christmas Eve 

Isaiah 9:2–7 

Psalm 96 

Titus 2:11–14 

Luke 2:1–20 

Readings for December 25: 

Christmas Day 

Isaiah 52:7–10 

Psalm 98 

Hebrews 1:1–12 

John 1:1–14 

St. James Cemetery: Seasonal Wreath program, Pre-planning services & Plots available. 
The Cemetery office will be closed on Dec. 24 at noon, Dec. 25-28, reopening on Dec. 29, 

and will be closed on Dec. 31 at noon and Jan. 1, reopening on Jan. 2. 

The Cemetery Gates hours stay the same from 8:00am to 5:00pm, seven days a week. 
Contact: 416-964-9194 / cemetery@stjamescathedral.ca / www.stjamescemetery.ca 

Online Morning Prayer:  
Join our clergy and fellow members of the Cathedral for Morning Prayer 

in our Zoom Chapel. To access, please scan the QR code.  

For more information, visit: stjamescathedral.ca/morningprayer/  
Tuesday: Organ Recitals will resume on Jan. 13. 

Wednesday: Scripture Circle will resume on Jan. 7. 

Friday: Drop-In from 1:30pm to 3:30pm. We welcome our guests for a nutritious meal. 

Saturday: Children’s Community Choir Rehearsals 9:30am-10:30am resume on Jan. 10. 
 

The Cathedral Church of 

St. James exists today through the gifts 

of time, talent, and treasure of both 

past and present members of the 

Cathedral community.  

 

Scan to Donate 

 

 

 

Thank you for your support! 

St. James Cathedral,  

a symbol of God’s presence  

and love in the city. 

 

Do you get our online weekly newsletter? Sign up today at stjamescathedral.ca 
 

St. James Cathedral: (416)364-7865 / info@stjamescathedral.ca 

Facebook/Instagram: @stjamesto / YouTube: stjamescathedraltoronto  
St. James Cemetery: (416)964-9194 / stjamescemetery.ca / cemetery@stjamescathedral.ca 

http://www.stjamescemetery.ca/
https://stjamescathedral.ca/
mailto:info@stjamescathedral.ca
mailto:stjamescemetery.ca
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